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Planck & Lorentz, 1898-1899

•1st Conference in 1898 (Age 45!), meets Planck

•6 Letters on the Ether Problem

•Planck:  (1) Ether Must Adhere to Earth,              
and (2) 

•“I leave it in your capable hands.”
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M. Planck to C. Runge et al, 
“Brieftagebuch”, Feb. 1908

“... its full explanation can not be done by 
considering a 
process
via processes we usually think of as 
continuous in time, that have, in fact, temporal 
discontinuities. Perhaps the Minkowski 
considerations ...[are] worthwhile for a 
successful illustration ...”

•1927: Robert Le
“Théorie de l'action universelle et discontinue”

•1947: Hartland Snyder       
“Quantized Space-Time”
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“Military Power and 
science are the twin 
pillars of Germany’s 

Greatness.” 

-- Adolf v. Harnack
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• Karl Planck,              
D. Spr. 1916, Verdun 

• “turnip Winter” 

• Grete Planck,            
D. May, 1917 

• Erwin home, Oct., 1917 

• Kaiser Abdicates,     
Nov., 1918 

• Emma Planck,             
D. Nov. 1919 
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Times & Trials:

“... I doubted the value of life Itself.” 

-- Planck to Lorentz, Dec. 21, 1919

“Planck’s misfortune wrings my heart... 
I could not hold back the tears when I 
saw him...” 

-- Einstein to M. Born, Dec. 9, 1919

“There are still... many high callings, 
and the value of life is determined by 
the Way it is lived.” 

-- Planck to Lenz, Jan. 3, 1920
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Times & Trials:

• MP = Lutheran Elder 

• MP Nobel Prize Lecture 

• Notgemeinschaft 
founded 

• NSDAP formed 

• “Deutsche Physik”
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Times & Trials:
1937-1938

• MP

• “a white jew”

• The Anschluss /
Meitner Escapes

• Nazis take academy & 
MP Retires last 
positions
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“Man muss optimist sein.”


