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(a)

(b)

Figure 1. The active grid. (a) Overview, showing some of the DC motors. (b) Details of rods and
agitator wings; the wings are mounted in staggered orientation.

Mydlarski & Warhaft (1996) report that the periodicities remain with the single-
random asynchronous mode of operation. Note that the probability distribution
function of the rotation speed ⌦ of such a protocol is

pdfSR(⌦) = 1
2�(⌦ � ⌦m) + 1

2�(⌦ + ⌦m),

and so has two spikes, i.e. at �⌦m and ⌦m. This means that the flow is still forced
predominantly with a single frequency. By contrast, the double-random asynchronous

54 H. Makita / Turhulence field in a small wind tunnel

and Ling and Wan (1972) and Sato and Saito (1974) developed vibrated grids. It seems difficult
for the jet grid to keep good uniformity of the turbulence field. The vibrated grid could hardly
attain a fully developed state of turbulence in the test section of the wind tunnel, because it
agitated the flow field in a two-dimensional manner.
The author developed a new type of turbulence generator which stirred up a flow field

randomly in a three-dimensional manner. A rough sketch of the device has already been given
in Makita and Miyamoto (1983). The present work aims to describe its performance in more
detail and to show some basic characteristics of the homogeneous, quasi-isotropic turbulence
induced in a conventional laboratory wind tunnel.

2. Experimental procedure

The wind tunnel employed in the present study is shown in fig. 1. It has a test section of
0.7 X 0.7 rrr' in cross section and 6 m in length. The cross-sectional area is slightly enlarged
downstream to minimize the streamwise pressure gradient. Without the turbulence generator,
good uniformity of less than 0.1% in the mean velocity distribution and a low background
turbulence level of less than u'I Uo ::::: 0.04% are attained in the core of the test section at
Uo= 10 mis, where and u' denote the mean velocity and the root-mean-square value of the
velocity fluctuation, respectively.
The turbulence generator was settled upstream of the test section. It is a kind of active

bi-plane grid composed of 15 vertical and horizontal oscillating rods with many agitator wings.
The mesh size of the grid, M, is 46.7 mm. When the wings stand still, the generator acts as a
usual static grid. Each rod is driven by a stepping motor on the outside of the wall as shown in
fig. 2. The oscillating mode of the motor is regulated by feeding two kinds of electric pulses to
each motor's driver circuit; a drive pulse regulates the rotating speed of the motors while a turn
pulse changes the rotating direction. The rotating speed was fixed at 2 cycley's. The random
oscillation of each agitator wing was made by feeding the turn pulse of random frequency with
the recurrence period of about 10500 s. The period is long enough compared with the residence
time of the flow in test section, 1.3 s at Uo = 5 my's, and the data averaging time of 100 s. The
flow was agitated as it passed through the grid and turbulence fluctuations of less than about
30 Hz were directly induced by the grid's random oscillation. The wake of the rods and the
flow separation at the leading or trailing edge of the wings also produced turbulence. The
present turbulence field was endowed from its birth with various spectral components of large
amplitude which helped it to attain a fully developed and self-conservative state rapidly. The
resultant turbulence is called the excited turbulence, hereafter.

Controller
Flow

Test Section

Fig. 1. Experimental setup (unit: mm).
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REVIEW	
  OF	
  PARTICLE-­‐TURBULENCE	
  WORK	
  

The	
  sling	
  effect	
  happens!	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Can	
  we	
  model	
  the	
  onset	
  of	
  rain	
  through	
  the	
  sling	
  effect?	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Linear	
  drag	
  alone	
  does	
  not	
  quan2ta2vely	
  predict	
  extreme	
  events.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Turbulence	
  both	
  enhances	
  and	
  retards	
  gravita2onal	
  seHling!	
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